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which answers to the silver age of the classics. The
present temple is of modern date, and in an adjacent
math the superior of the order resides. Many assume
their dress and manners, and practise as conjurors with-
out taking religious vows, or making any pretensions to
a religious life.

Jangamas. This class of Saivites is distinguished by
the fact that they wear a representation of the linga on
their bodies or in their dress. In North India they are
often accompanied by a bull to represent Siva's favourite
animal, Nandi; but in South India, where their numbers
are large, they are known as Lingayets, and the priests
of the Siva temples generally belong to it. The founder
of the sect was named Basava, and wras said to be an
incarnation of Nandi, the bull of Siva. At his master's
command this faithful servant came to resuscitate his
worship.

The Basava Purana, as the book is called in which the
history of this revival of Siva-worship is given, contains
some wonderful legends of its benefits. On one occasion
Basava, who had been profuse in gifts to the members
of his sect, was accused of embezzlement; but when the
royal treasury was opened it was found that the minister's
gifts had not diminished the treasures. A fellow-caste-
man, living with a dancing-girl, sent to Basava's house
for his daily supply of rice. The servant spoke so
strongly of the richness of the dress of the minister's
wife that the cupidity of the dancing-girl was excited.
Her lord, therefore, asked Basava for it. The minister
ordered his wife to give it up ; but, as she took it off,
another equally beautiful sprang from her body, which
was also given. It is taught tha,t Basava was escorted
to heaven by Siva and Parvati themselves, who came
to show their respect.